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Compliance in higher education refers to the adherence of tertiary institutions to laws,
regulations, standards, and ethical practices set by government bodies and regulatory
authorities. In Australia, compliance is a fundamental aspect of the higher education sector,
ensuring not only the quality of education but also the protection of students, staff, and the
reputation of the institutions themselves.

Maintaining Standards

Australian higher education institutions are required to meet rigorous standards set by
regulatory bodies such as the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA).
Compliance ensures that these ‘threshold standards’ are consistently met, maintaining the
quality and integrity of degrees and qualifications offered. This, in turn, fosters trust among
students, employers, and the broader community regarding the value of Australian
education.

See — What are the Threshold Standards and why are they important -
6113ad 8584b9e8e229438d830f63af90c030dd.pdf

Protecting Students and Staff

Compliance frameworks encompass policies on student safety, privacy, equal opportunity,
and workplace health and safety. Adhering to these regulations helps create a safe,
inclusive, and fair environment for all members of the academic community. This is
particularly important for international students, who may be unfamiliar with local laws and
expectations.

See — Student support — academic and non-academic -
6113ad 526404439d84444ab36a3757d9d9bcaa.pdf



https://www.musicum20.com/_files/ugd/6113ad_8584b9e8e229438d830f63af90c030dd.pdf
https://www.musicum20.com/_files/ugd/6113ad_526404439d84444ab36a3757d9d9bcaa.pdf

Safeguarding Reputation

Non-compliance can lead to significant reputational damage, legal consequences, and
financial penalties for institutions. Maintaining compliance demonstrates a commitment to
ethical conduct and responsible governance, which is essential for attracting students, staff,
and funding from both domestic and international sources.

See - The yellow line and the giraffe — revisited -
6113ad 7ceeeffeef164cdbae32e84a11b16cd5.pdf

Supporting Continuous Improvement

Compliance is not merely about meeting minimum standards (in the higher education
context referred to as ‘threshold standards’) - it also drives ongoing improvement. Regular
audits, reviews, and self-assessments — often referred to a ‘rolling audits’ - encourage
institutions to evaluate their practices, identify areas for enhancement, and implement best
practices in teaching, scholarship and administration.

See —

Rolling Audits — a mechanism for self-assurance -
6113ad beb80a2de7ae43dc9fb8c7bedfade78b.pdf

Self-assurance is the name of the game -
6113ad 01ebe83fd03b40568654a89c9b4d714b.pdf

Compliance in Australian higher education is essential for maintaining high academic
standards, ensuring the safety and wellbeing of students and staff, protecting institutional
reputation, and fostering a culture of continuous improvement. By prioritising compliance,
Australian HE providers can continue to deliver world-class education and contribute
positively to society in general.

Also worth viewing —

AGE Higher Education Standards Framework (Threshold Standards) Audit, July 2025 v3-
8776b7 b259b8d2f2be4448bd4c2c3bdala0fa2.pdf

AGE National Code of Practice for providers of education and training to overseas students
Audit, November 2024 v2 - 87330e _28870154e4e34117857ebf6367d197af.pdf
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